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Opening the doors of history

By Erica Faith Giller

Home vicw csors @ an emirance,
iy i wn exin, bun one anist sees
thimars as o maews of felling and pre- !
serving her Family's history Tor
Tutsire gomwtalions,

Beth Grossosm of Oakland, Cali- |
Fovmmict, B ilbusiramal the Tike siory
of Betka, her matemal gredl-grand-
Aidlier, beginning with her imimii-
grution e American from the :
Uikruwime, on a serwes of seven wood-
el doars. The exlibin, entitled,
“Passuges,” will be on display an the 28
May Muscum al Temple Isracl of :
Lowrence through June 30, alicr S
being open we e public w Ellis
Islamel for vwr aacd & hall mamaths,

Ma. Grossman, who has been
patinting since she wis o child, hos
illways becn interasied in her Fami-
I®s e plags.

“This type ol exhibil shows how
imperinl 1 is G document hisiory
im i fun aod cremtive way while we
can,” she said, ] love w show i@ o
children as well as elders. The
paintings inspire people as they
hegin to tell me their own family's history. 1 hope o
mstivime people to et their history down”

The arvist §s Giscinaed with leaming shoul Jowish
imigration, gleiios and odher aspect of the culre
and listory, Ten yeors ago, she and her npuslser 1rv-
elied s tlwe Soviet Union w explons teir foods and o
pwticipate in the Inernational Confercince Tor Jewdish
Wamen, While tere, they also worked winh Jewisdy
Relwsniks,

his, Copivssman cremivs most ol licr anwork on
domaestic objects such e shoogs, Alse nchuded in the

exhibil, which ok the artist five years lo conplete,
are paintings done on suitcases and an ironing hoeed.
She explained that she looks for objecis that have
their own hisiory.

“Prowers hive u ot of symbelic mesning. They serve
ax an in-helween space and as a passageway.” she
sishd. “Thau passuge cun be through heriluge.”

The doars each depict & signilicant aspect of her
greit- grimdmother’s lite, ncluding leaving Europe,
wrviving at s Island, mecting with a machnuaker,
her murriage and Family Dife in Michigan. Ms Cirosa.

man explinned that this is an com-
masn experience thatl con be shared
iy e Jewish people.

liv ihe: sccomel panl of the exhibin,
"Huome in 4 Suitcase,” a serics of
| swilcases represents the constunt
dlisplacement and escupe From anti-
,Semitism by the Jewish people
throwzhnun lnistory. (dhjocts el the
artisi believes may have heen
among the possesshons Bello
brought with her b Amerca ane on
display in ome pile of suilvases.

“1 sturted thinking, il | had w
leave whun wounld | ke said Ms.
Grossman. 1 cullecied suilcases
and thought abowl what  she
pucked,”

In addition, pans of the exhibin
show what ber grundmoiher's home
wik like, haviiv pnd busy, In oRe
pari of the displuy, entitled, “|
Stand Belore You Ironing,” 1wo
ironing hoards are posdinned like
ubdets aind inscribed with o re-wreli-
lem varsion of the €8 command-
mments, Uil keeps womsen in v,

"I hoape thid my work can inspine
peeple Troon different ¢thnie and racial groups 1o
wrile their family history down,” cxplained Ms.
Grossman., “There are so many differcnl versions of
family history and the more of us that wrile it down,
e e woices we wdll have o el il

The May Muscum is open Monduy. Wednescday and
Thursday from 3:30 PM. 10 5 P.M.; Friday, hefore
and uller Evening services and Sundays from 930
AM, a0 1130 AM. For more informaiiog about
dvwed tours and special howrs for groups, une may
willl 30y 2R §0
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Artist Beth Gre......ian leads Temple Israel of Lawrence kindergartners on a tour of her
axhibit, “Passages,” now on display at the May Museum.
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